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Canberra region and to all First Nations 
Australians on whose traditional lands we meet 
and work, and whose cultures are among the 
oldest continuing cultures in human history.
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Learning 
outcomes

01 Review and discuss the SRC poster presentation 
requirements 

02 Analyse the features of effective poster

03 Appraise poster(s) using the SRC judging criteria

04 Develop their own poster

ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS3

By the end of the session students 
will be able to:
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Let’s chat

What’s the purpose 
of your poster?
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Image created using Microsoft Copilot. Original prompt “Create an image of a student with a poster presentation at a conference” refined by instruction “make the poster more prominent”.
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Poster purpose

To communicate in visual form, important information 
about your research and why it matters

Posters play an important role in:
• Disseminating your research at conferences
• Helping you network with other scholars
• Attracting interest and feedback on your research

5 ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS
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SRC requirements
An academic poster is a unique type of visual communication tool that is used 
primarily in the academic and research fields. Differing from other types of 
posters, an academic poster is designed to present complex research methods 
and findings in a concise and visually appealing format. It often includes graphs, 
charts, and other visual aids to help convey the information effectively. The 
language used in an academic poster is typically formal and precise, reflecting 
the scholarly nature of the content. An academic poster is targeted at a 
specialised audience, usually peers or experts in the field. At SRC, the posters 
will be viewed by the judges, student peers, and other members of the ANU 
community. The success of an academic poster is measured by its ability to 
communicate clearly and effectively complex information. 
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Source: Student Research Conference: 2024 Oral Presentation and Poster Presentation Criteria, p6.
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https://d1zkbwgd2iyy9p.cloudfront.net/files/2024-07/2024%20Oral%20Presentation%20and%20Poster%20Presentation%20Criteria%20v2.pdf
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Generally, people spend very little 
time looking at posters…
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Image from: http://www.pharmacy.arizona.edu/stories/bulletin/cop-researchers-go-beyond-frontier
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Let’s chat

8

Image created using Microsoft Copilot. Original prompt “Create an image of a student with a poster presentation at a conference” refined by instruction “make the poster more prominent”.

What makes a poster 
effective? 

How can we 
encourage people to 

spend more time 
considering our work? 

ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS
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#1 tip for an effective poster
Your main point needs to be super clear - you need to “hook” the 
audience immediately 

How?
» Have a clear message 
» Draw attention to the significance of your work
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Source: Adapted from Student Research Conference: 2024 Oral Presentation and Poster Presentation Criteria, p6.
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https://d1zkbwgd2iyy9p.cloudfront.net/files/2024-07/2024%20Oral%20Presentation%20and%20Poster%20Presentation%20Criteria%20v2.pdf
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Other tips for an effective poster
» Balance text and graphics/tables/figures

(50/50) 

» Use blank space effectively 

» Make sure it is easy to read from a distance
1.5 to 2 metres 

» Don’t use chunks of text – use bullet points and limit each to 2-3 
lines

Remember to include name, university email address and reference list/ bibliography 
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Source: Adapted from Student Research Conference: 2024 Oral Presentation and Poster Presentation Criteria, p6.
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https://d1zkbwgd2iyy9p.cloudfront.net/files/2024-07/2024%20Oral%20Presentation%20and%20Poster%20Presentation%20Criteria%20v2.pdf
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Is this a 
good 
poster?
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Image from: http://betterposters.blogspot.com.au/2011/04/critique-breast-cancer-inhibition.html

Posters rarely 
need abstracts

Small text on 
grey background Graphics too 

small; too much 
information

Crammed; no 
white space

Bullet points not 
used

What is the main 
message? 

Why should the 
audience care?

Why is this research 
significant?

All other details are 
irrelevant if I’m not 

hooked!
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SRC Poster Presentation Judging Criteria
Scale:  1 ----------------- 5

 Excellent

12

Source: Adapted from Student Research Conference: 2024 Oral Presentation and Poster Presentation Criteria, p7.

Criteria:
1. Clearly states the research question, problem or issue
2. Provides relevant context needed to understand research 

importance 
3. Makes good use of visuals (images, graphs etc.)
4. Indicates what was found and its significance 
5. Is legible, flows well and is not overcrowded
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https://d1zkbwgd2iyy9p.cloudfront.net/files/2024-07/2024%20Oral%20Presentation%20and%20Poster%20Presentation%20Criteria%20v2.pdf
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Image from: https://au.pinterest.com/pin/290411875951607565

What 
about 
this?
- What works?

- What doesn’t?
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Image from: https://sean.community.uaf.edu/jalt-2018-poster-presentation-enhancing-cultural-exchange-via-augmented-reality/

What 
about 
this?
- What works?

- What doesn’t?
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Where to start?
1. Read the instructions to work out key requirements (e.g. poster size, 

word limit, formatting etc.)

2. Work out your key message/finding and significance

3. Think about how you can communicate this message visually

4. Plan your poster layout in advance

5. Implement your ideas
» software? 
» design – your own? a template?
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Image from: 
https://www.canva.com/temp
lates/EAFf2ORMpis-fast-
changes-on-the-earth-s-
surface-activity-research-
poster-in-violet-grey-orange-
hand-drawn-style/ Columns assist readability

Limit use of 
colour - 2 or 3 

max

• Black on white or 
white on black 
are easiest to 
read

• Avoid red and 
green text

Use bold (not 
underlining), 
text size and 

bullets

Generally, 
the width of 
the poster

Design
ideas

ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS



TEQSA PROVIDER ID: PRV12002 (AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY) CRICOS PROVIDER CODE: 00120C

Using graphics
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Image from: https://www.originlab.com/doc/en/Origin-Help/3DBar-Graph-with-ErrBar

Is this graphic 
effective? 

Why? Why not?
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Using graphics
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Image from: https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/bad-data-visualization

Is this graphic 
effective? 

Why? Why not?
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Using graphics
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Image from: https://analythical.com/blog/covid19-in-charts

Is this graphic 
effective? 

Why? Why not?

ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS



TEQSA PROVIDER ID: PRV12002 (AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY) CRICOS PROVIDER CODE: 00120C

Using graphics

20

Image from: https://www.oldstreetsolutions.com/good-and-bad-data-visualization

Is this graphic 
effective? 

Why? Why not?
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Using graphics
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Image from: https://www.oldstreetsolutions.com/good-and-bad-data-visualization

Is this graphic 
effective? 

Why? Why not?
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Producing your own graphics

22

• PowerPoint, Excel, Microsoft Power BI

• GenAI
» Microsoft Copilot

N.B.: Any use of GenAI to create images, graphs, charts or other 
visuals must be acknowledged.

e.g. Image created using Microsoft Copilot. Original prompt “Create an image of a student with a 
poster presentation at a conference” refined by instruction “make the poster more prominent”.

e.g. Chart created using Microsoft Copilot.
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Edit for effectiveness and accuracy
• Check for:

»  clarity of message

» unnecessary text

» grammatical and spelling errors

» layout – headings, spacing, margins

• Print off your poster in A3
» Can you read from 2 metres? 

23 ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS
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Finally

Preparing to present 
• Presentation skills – next week
• 3-minute thesis session

24 ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS
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OVER TO YOU

25 ANU LIBRARY ACADEMIC SKILLS
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THANK YOU
Contact Us

ANU Library Academic Skills

T 6125 2972
E  academicskills@anu.edu.au 
W https://anu.edu.au/students/academic-skills
W https://anulib.anu.edu.au 

ANU Student Life
E student.life@anu.edu.au
W www.anu.edu.au/students/student-life/student-communities

mailto:academicskills@anu.edu.au
https://anu.edu.au/students/academic-skills
https://anulib.anu.edu.au/
mailto:student.life@anu.edu.au
http://www.anu.edu.au/students/student-life/student-communities
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