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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
The 496th meeting of the Council was held, out of session, at 4.30pm (AEST) on Tuesday 19 August 
2025 by Zoom videoconferencing.  
 
Members present  
 

1. Chancellor, the Hon Julie Bishop   
2. Pro-Chancellor, Ms Alison Kitchen  
3. Vice-Chancellor, Distinguished Professor Genevieve Bell 
4. Ms Padma Raman PSM   
5. Ms Tanya Hosch 
6. The Hon Wayne Martin 
7. Mr Andrew Metcalfe AO 
8. Professor Juliana Ng   
9. Professor Lyndall Strazdins 
10. Ms Megan Easton 
11. Ms Brenna Barker-Lamb 
12. Mr Will Burfoot 
13. Professor Tony Connolly  

 
Apologies  

1. Dr Larry Marshall 
2. Mr Rob Whitfield AM 

 
Secretariat 
 

1. University Secretary, Mr Phillip Tweedie  
2. Manager Corporate Governance & Policy, CGRO - Ms Leslie McDonald 

  



 

PART 1 – PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

1  PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

Announcements and Apologies  
 
The Chancellor noted: 

 Welcome to Mr. Wayne Martin and Mr. Andrew Metcalfe, joining their first meeting of 
Council as members. 

 Mr. Larry Marshall and Mr. Rob Whitfield are an apology for the meeting. 
 Mr. Francis Markham resigned from Council on 11 August 2025.  The University 

Governance Office is taking steps to commence an election to fill this casual vacancy. 

The Chancellor further noted: 
 The purpose of the meeting was to consider a paper prepared by the COO regarding the 

ANU response to allegations about a workplace grievance complaint raised in the Senate 
hearing on 12 August 2025 and was the only agenda item; 

 There had been further public testimony given at the Senate Inquiry and that the ANU had 
been given a right of reply by 8 September 2025; 

 Due to the adverse reflections made against the Chancellor and other senior officers at the 
ANU, the Chair of the Senate Committee had also offered them personal right of reply 
protected by parliamentary privilege; 

 Prior to the 12 August hearing, she had no knowledge of and had been given no notice of 
the workplace grievance complaint, nor of the allegations made at the hearing, but would 
recuse herself from this meeting. 

 The Chancellor noted that as several members had raised concerns about developing a 
corporate plan and strategic overview, the Chancellor proposed to bring back to Council a 
number of options and in the meantime referred members to the fact that at the 14 June 
2024 Council meeting it was resolved to adopt the Corporate Plan as the key strategic plan 
of the University, replacing the ANU 2025 Strategic Plan. 

o Members noted that their concerns were regards to future state and that the 
Corporate Plan, while outlining KPIs and the University’s performance against 
them, is insufficient to guide change and set community expectations. 

 
The Vice-Chancellor noted: 

 There would be an announcement tomorrow (20 August) that there will be no further 
change proposals released this year and no further forced redundancies; 

 The University will also open a new round of the Voluntary Redundancy Scheme and 
confirmed that this has communicated to the Minister, relevant politicians, the Education 
Department, the NTEU and media outlets (under embargo until the announcement). 

 
Disclosure of Material Personal Interest  
 

 The Chancellor noted that as she had been named in the Senate Inquiry, the subject 
matter of this agenda, she would recuse from the meeting and suggested Ms Tanya Hosch 
preside as Chair, as the next longest serving member of Council, given the Pro-Chancellor 
and Vice-Chancellor would also excuse themselves from the meeting; 

 Both the Pro-Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor excused; 
 There were no other declarations by other members at this time. 

 
There was a discussion about the fact that most Council members and some executive staff were 
witness to some or all the events referred to in the Senate hearing particularly a Council meeting on 
14 February 2025 and noted that Ms Hosch was not in attendance that day. 
 
 
The Chancellor handed the chair to Ms. Hosch, and the Chancellor, the Pro-Chancellor and Vice-
Chancellor left the meeting at 4.47pm AEST. 

 
  








