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JOINT MEDIA RELEASE
Friday, 12 September 2025
GLOBAL TALENT, LOCAL IMPACT: SECURING TASMANIA’S FUTURE WORKFORCE

The Albanese Labor Government is backing Tasmania’s future growth with an important change
that will further strengthen the University of Tasmania’s ability to attract international students
and retain skilled graduates to boost the economy.

From today, international students who graduate from the University of Tasmania and live in
Hobart will be eligible for an additional year on their Second Post Higher Education Work
Stream Temporary Graduate visa.

This change brings southern Tasmanian graduates in line with the rest of Tasmania as well as
other regional areas in the country.

The change means, for example, a recent nursing graduate with a Bachelor Degree will be able
to continue to work in Tasmanian hospitals for up to four years, rather than three years. A
graduate with a Masters Degree (Research) in Engineering will be able to work for five years on
essential infrastructure projects such as the Bridgewater Bridge, rather than four. A graduate
with a PhD in Chemistry can also continue to contribute their highly specialised skills to their
community in fields such as environmental protection or biopharmaceutical production for five
years, rather than four.

There are already more than 6,000 international students in Tasmania, who enhance our state’s
cultural diversity and make a positive contribution to communities across the state. These
students work and contribute to our economy, often doing jobs in essential services that would
otherwise go unfilled in a tight labour market.

The University of Tasmania is a cornerstone of Tasmania’s economy with campuses right
across the state, and contributes to generating nearly half a billion dollars for the state annually
in export revenue from international education.

This change will also make studying at the University of Tasmania even more attractive for
students choosing a premium education experience in Australia. It incentivises students to
come here to become engineers and technicians to support Tasmania’s national leadership in
renewable energy and the transition to net zero, or health practitioners to strengthen Tasmania’s
health workforce, improving access to healthcare and enhance community wellbeing.

These changes will secure the future of the University of Tasmania, helping it support more
Tasmanian students across every campus.

Quotes attributable to Assistant Minister Julian Hill:

“‘International education is a great Australian success story and is Tasmania’s largest service
export sector, worth $470 million in 2024.

“There is significant potential for international education to play an even more powerful role in
driving Tasmania’s economic growth.

“Tassie has advocated strongly for this change, and the Albanese Government has listened.
Tasmania will now be treated fairly like other regional locations nationwide. This change will
enhance UTAS’s capacity to attract high-calibre international students and retain them in the

labour market for longer, enriching the local skills base and long-term prosperity. €
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Duncan Abey

EXCLUSIVE—
UTAS incentiveto
keepinternational
students working

and living in Hobart
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New rules allowing UTAS international
graduates the right to work in Hobart for
longer will enhance the state’s repu-
tation as a study destination and deliver a
boost to the city’s economy, the universi-
ty says.

In a move that brings the Tasmanian
capital in line with rest of the state — and
other areas of regional Australia — the
federal government has announced an
immediate one-year increase to its
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graduate temporary work visa regula-
tions for Hobart. UTAS vice-chancellor
Professor Rufus Black said international
students made a valuable contribution to
both the university and to the Tasmanian
community.

“International students enrich our
communities, support key industries, and
build global connections,” Professor
Black said. “As graduates, they help ad-
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Graduates can stay here

Regional bonus as overseas UTAS students get extra year for temporary work visas

EXCLUSIVE
Duncan Abey

New rules allowing UTAS
international graduates to
work in Hobart for longer will
enhance Tasmania’s repu-
tation as a study destination,
and deliver a boost to the capi-
tal’'s economy, the university
says.

In a move that brings the
Tasmanian capital in line with
rest of the state — and other
areas of regional Australia —
the federal government has an-
nounced an immediate one-
year increase to its temporary
work visa regulations for grad-
uates working in Hobart.

UTAS vice-chancellor Pro-
fessor Rufus Black said inter-
national students made a
valuable contribution to both
the university and to the Tas-
manian community generally.

“International students en-
rich our communities, support
key industries, and build global
connections. As graduates,
they help address local work-
force needs,” he said.

“This  important  policy
change strengthens Tas-
mania’s competitiveness in

international education at a
time when our communities
face critical shortages in areas
like engineering, agriculture,
health, and ICT.”

Welcoming reforms that
would help create “a fairer
playing field” for UTAS,
deputy vice-chancellor Craig
Barling said careful growth in
international student numbers
was vital in ensuring the uni-
versity’s long-term financial
sustainability.

“Attracting more students
from around the world sup-
ports the university’s broad of-

ferings for Tasmanian students
in all regions of the state,” Mr
Barling said.

Professor Black paid tribute
to the advocacy work of Tas-
manian federal parliamentari-
ans - including Labor
representatives Senator Rich-
ard Dowling, Julie Collins, and
Senator Carol, as well as Lib-
eral Senator Jonno Duniam -
in achieving the changes to the

working visa policy.

The federal government said
there were already more than
6000 international students in
Tasmania, with UTAS gener-
ating almost half a billion dol-
lars annually in export revenue
from international education.

The government said a
bachelor-level nursing gradu-
ate could now work in Tasma-
nian hospitals for up to four
years, rather than three, while
an engineering masters recipi-
ent could stay another 12
months beyond the degree’s
current four-year limit.

Senator Dowling said the
visa rule changes recognised
Tasmania’s regional status and
dispersed  campuses, and
meant UTAS was no longer
forced to compete with larger
or richer cities, including Perth
and the Gold Coast.

“Tasmania needs more grad-
uates who want to work in
skilled areas such as engineer-

ing, ICT and pharmacy,” Mr
Dowling said.

Federal member for Frank-
lin Ms Collins said allowing

international students to spend
more time in Tasmania would
deliver economic benefits, and
help meet skills shortages.

“This is fantastic news for
Tasmania — making our state
an even more attractive place
to study, live and work,” Ms
Collins said.

Assistant Minister for Inter-
national Education Julian Hill
said the reforms would help
UTAS'’s ability to attract high-
calibre international students,
and then retain them for
longer.

Senator
Richard
Dowling.
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Quick chat?

From Leigh, Andrew (Private)_

Date Fri 2025-09-12 9:13 AM

To  Provost <Provost@anu.edu.au>; Rebekah Brown_
You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

Dear Rebekah

Thank you for stepping up to the interim vice chancellor role at a very challenging time. It's good to
see a fellow ASSA fellow at the helm.

You'll be inundated with briefings over the next little while, but it would be useful to have a quick chat
when you get a moment. I'm on

Warm wishes

Andrew.
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Fri, 12 Sep at 11:05am

Hi Andrew. Rebekah Brown.
Left short message.

Looking forward to our
chat. Kind Regards RB

Lovely to chat. )
number is

Feel free to say that | gave

it to you. Andrew.

Wed, 1Oct at 7:217am

Hi Andrew. | just wanted to
let you know my office is
trying to make a time so |
can visit you. Very keen to

discuss all things ANU and
our international student
pathways etc. Kind

‘ | + I iMessage Y I
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